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Press information

April 06, 2010
The most popular automotive colors in the world: Part two of the Standox Color Trend Report 2010 shows what’s hip around the globe

One in four cars is silver. That makes silver the worldwide no.1 for car owners – followed by black with a market share of 22 percent and white with 16 percent. In the current ranking of the most popular automotive colors, grey takes the fourth position with a market share of 13 percent. According to part two of the Standox Color Trend Report 2010, called Automotive Color Popularity – Global, more than three fourths of all cars around the globe are achromatic. The company analyses the major color preferences every year to note trends early and be able to supply the required refinishing materials for future OEM colors before they are needed. 
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With a share of 9 percent, blue was the only chromatic color to make it into the international top 5, closely followed by the classic red with 8 percent. Since the silver shades with their technical appeal started to become popular in the 1990s, red, which used to be very popular, has played only a minor role. The natural shades brown/beige score 4 percent. Even though there continue to be regional differences, the preferences are becoming more and more global. The group of the five favourites is almost uniform. With the exception of Russia, where green holds the second position, and India, where red ranks 3rd, followed by blue, yellow/gold and black on rank 6. 
In the U.S. and in Japan, white is at the top of the most popular colors, followed by black and silver. European car buyers continue to find that leading-edge technology and the value of a vehicle are best expressed by black (27 percent), silver (19.9 percent) and grey shades (18.1 percent). However, white is gaining ground in Europe too, where it holds the 5th place with 10.2 percent.

Color expert Sandra Piwonski, Standox Marketing Communications, says: “Even though cultural, social and economical factors have an influence on the development of color trends, the automotive colors preferred in Europe – beside the conservative “neutrals”, these are the classics blue and red as well as brown/beige and green – are also favoured all over the world. They are at the top of the ranking in almost all countries, even though in different orders. While short-lived fashion trends and other areas of life are quite colorful, most car buyers opt for conservative colors which also give the car a good resale value.” 

This is also obvious at the international car shows. Most of the exhibits are achromatic. While occasional highlights and spots of color like brilliant green, pink and purple shades may be hip, they have not been able to catch on in the streets so far. They might have the same fate as the trend color of the 1980s, turquoise, which was never really successful as an automotive shade. With the trend towards more environmentally friendly electric, hybrid and gas-driven cars and the colors associated with them, it remains to be seen whether the overall picture will become more colorful in the next few years. In any case, natural shades like beige and brown, as well as light shades of green and blue are being favoured by designers. 

Standox is one of Europe’s leading manufacturers of automotive refinishing paints. With its headquarters in Wuppertal, Germany, the company offers innovative and environmentally compatible product systems worldwide. Standox seeks to build long term relationships with its customers based on premium product quality and high levels of practical support. Approvals from all major manufacturers reflect the company’s position as a leading partner to the automotive industry. As such, the Standox brand gives professional refinishers the assurance of perfect results every time. www.standox.com 
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